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On June 13, Canada's Progressive Conservative Party elected Defense Minister Kim Campbell to
assume the duties of prime minister until the country holds general elections sometime in October
or November. Campbell will take over from Brian Mulroney. Both Campbell and her strongest
opponent, Jean Charest, strongly endorsed the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA)
during their campaigns to gain the nomination for party leader. In Canada, the leader of the party
which holds a majority of seats in the House of Commons automatically becomes prime minister.
Campbell assumes the Canadian leadership at a crucial time in the negotiations on the NAFTA
parallel accords on labor and the environment. While Campbell has not spelled out a position on
the parallel agreements, she is generally expected to follow the course charted by the Mulroney
administration, such as opposing efforts by the US to grant broad enforcement powers to the
proposed trilateral commissions on labor standards and the environment. During a recent debate
on NAFTA with five other candidates for the party leadership, Campbell also hinted she would
like to expand NAFTA to include countries from the Pacific Rim. Meanwhile, Canada's opposition
Liberal and New Democratic parties have both adopted a stance against NAFTA. Liberal Party
leader Jean Chretien has criticized the Mulroney administration for insisting on NAFTA ratification
before the completion of negotiations on the parallel accords. However, the Liberal Party leader
has also endorsed the treaty in principle, saying he will support NAFTA if the parallel agreements
eventually brokered address his concerns. On the other hand, New Democratic Party leader Audrey
McLaughlin has said she does not support NAFTA under any circumstances, indicating that the
treaty should be renegotiated. Meanwhile, on June 5 Ontario Premier Bob Rae was counseled by
his cabinet to take whatever steps he could to derail the treaty, given the overwhelming opposition
to NAFTA in that province. The cabinet said its opposition to NAFTA is based on the experience of
the US-Canada Free Trade Agreement (FTA), which it claims caused many businesses to move out
of Ontario. In a separate action, a member of the House of Commons introduced a petition on June
9 urging Canada to withdraw from NAFTA on the grounds that Mexico continues to have a poor
human rights record. In response, Prime Minister Mulroney argued that NAFTA will help reduce
poverty in Mexico and accelerate reforms in such areas as human rights. The status of negotiations
for the parallel accords on environmental protection, labor standards, and protection against a
surge in imports remains uncertain. According to sources close to the negotiations, a ministeriallevel meeting may be scheduled in late June, in light of the impasse over how much enforcement
powers the trilateral commissions on labor and the environment should have. This meeting would
be led by Trade Ministers Jaime Serra Puche of Mexico, Mickey Kantor of the US, and Michael
Wilson of Canada. To date, negotiations have been led mostly by chief trade negotiators Herminio
Blanco (Mexico), Rufus Yerxa (US), and John Weekes (Canada), who have the status of deputy
trade ministers. On June 8, Serra Puche told reporters he felt enough progress had been made for
the negotiations on the parallel accords to be completed by the end of June. However, Kantor was
less optimistic, indicating the discussions could stretch into July. The main opposition group to
NAFTA in Mexico the Mexican Free Trade Action Network (Red Mexicana de Acccion Frente al
Libre Comercio, RMALC) also says the Salinas administration's approach is overly optimistic. On
June 10, RMALC director Berta Lujan suggested that the Clinton administration's slow approach to
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the negotiations is dictated by ongoing uncertainty about support for the treaty in the US Congress.
Indeed, the Clinton administration is now having to contend with new opposition from House
Republicans. In a recent letter to Kantor, the Republicans warned they would oppose NAFTA if the
trilateral commissions created through side accords were given broad sanction powers. They argued
this would channel "disproportional resources" into the creation of multilateral environmental and
labor bureaucracies "with little accountability and sweeping mandates." (Sources: Reuter, 05/14/93,
06/08/93, 06/09/93, 06/13/93; Journal of Commerce, 05/17/93; Financial Times (London), 06/08/93; La
Jornada, 06/01/93, 06/05/93, 06/10/93, 06/13/93; Notimex, 06/05/93, 06/07/93, 06/08/93; Agence FrancePresse, 06/10/93; Inter Press Service, 06/05/93, 06/11/93; Associated Press, 06/11/93, 06/13/93; Wall
Street Journal, 06/14/93)
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